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Story Maps
Workshop
Agenda

1. Introduction, story map concepts
2. Exploring the story maps gallery
3. Selected CLUES to creating great story maps
4. Selected technical advice
5. Building a story map from a web map
6. Building a story map tour
7. Building a story map journal
8. Building a side accordion story map
9. Building a tabbed story map
10. Configurable App Method
11. Discussion
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Introduction and story map 
concepts

LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΧ 
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Story Maps are simple 
web apps that combine 
interactive maps, 
multimedia content, and 
user experiences to tell 
stories about the world.



Story Maps are hosted by Esri in 
the cloud. (But you can opt to 
host them yourself.)



Story Maps incorporate builder 
functions that enable you to build 
a sophisticated story with no GIS 
or web development skills.



Story Maps work equally well 
on PCs, laptops, tablets, and 
smartphones.



Story Maps are open source. 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
customize them.



Story Maps include an array of 
apps that provide different ways 
of interacting with maps.



Number of
story maps 
created

2012 2013 2014 2015

100,000+



ÅOne of the huge advantages of Story Maps is the low 
entry barrier. You don't need to be a GIS specialist or a 
web developer to create a Story Map. 

Why 
story maps?

τMaps Mania Blog
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Exploring the
Story Maps gallery
An online interactive library.



storymaps.arcgis.com/gallery

Browse by:

Story Maps Gallery

ÅApp Type
ÅSubject
ÅFormat
ÅAuthor

http://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/gallery


Spend 4 minutes to find a story map that is 
interesting and/or one that you might be able 
to use in your own instruction or research. 

Be prepared to share with the class.

Activity



²Ƙȅ DL{ Lƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ !ǊŎDL{ hƴƭƛƴŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ Υ

http:// www.arcgis.com/apps/presentation/index.html?webmap=6e06d858c1ea4888859c03494c9df6ad

/ƻƴǾŜǊƎƛƴƎ CƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ DL{ Lƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ  WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ aŀǇΥ

http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/?appid=b55fb50a2cef41b8908baa4c376088b8

Presentation or Story Map?  Each has advantages.

Examples of communicating with maps

http://www.arcgis.com/apps/presentation/index.html?webmap=6e06d858c1ea4888859c03494c9df6ad
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/?appid=b55fb50a2cef41b8908baa4c376088b8


Engaging, rich way to teach content
Foster tech skills:  GIS, multimedia, data.
Foster critical and spatial thinking
Foster skills in organization and permissions
Provide good ways to assess student or 
ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΦ
Support research and communications

Advantages of story maps in education and beyond.

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω



A web map is stored in the 
ArcGIS Online cloud and 
contains the full interface and 
set of tools with which the map 
users can interact.

At right is a web map for a 
bicycling route I took from New 
York City to New Jersey 
following the AAG annual 
meeting.

Maps vs. Applications: Maps 

http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=5ce3c3668e5641af9d31ae8da5d99de6
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=5ce3c3668e5641af9d31ae8da5d99de6
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=5ce3c3668e5641af9d31ae8da5d99de6


A web mapping application is 
stored in the ArcGIS Online 
cloud as well, but contains a 
specialized or reduced set of 
tools for the map user to 
interact with.

At right is a web mapping 
application for the same 
bicycling route I took from New 
York City to New Jersey.

Maps vs. Applications: Applications

http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Elevations/index.html?appid=90ade08352124a18bb97f24d69c91653
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Elevations/index.html?appid=90ade08352124a18bb97f24d69c91653
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Elevations/index.html?appid=90ade08352124a18bb97f24d69c91653


A story map is a type of mapping 
applicationthat is stored in the 
ArcGIS Online cloud, and has a 
specific set of tabs, text, 
photographs, video, and audio 
capabilities presented to the 
map user.

At right is a web story map 
applicationfor the same 
bicycling route I took from New 
York City to New Jersey.

Maps vs. Applications: Story Maps are applications! 

http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/StorytellingTextLegend/index.html?appid=dc32c485611d410c86ba6b574c6402c4
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/StorytellingTextLegend/index.html?appid=dc32c485611d410c86ba6b574c6402c4
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/StorytellingTextLegend/index.html?appid=dc32c485611d410c86ba6b574c6402c4


.ƛƻ.ƭƛǘȊ нлмр IŀǿŀƛΩƛ ±ƻƭŎŀƴƻŜǎΥ
http://story.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/?appid=45867f2ae46e4587afb8e7c7b343b9b8

Anchorage Urban Bears
http:// www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm%3Fadfg%3Dlivingwithbears.anchorageurbanbearsstorymap

Lakota Language Story Map:
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/?appid=60ac74d36ae34ce181e88fbeeeb56831

Esri Young Scholars:  
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=a383612f79354488929beabcd266cd77

International Perspectives on Teaching and Learning with GIS in Secondary Schools:
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/?appid=5f86647b1e8e491aadaece6345927f2a

Atlas for a Changing Planet:
http://storymaps.esri.com/stories/2015/atlas-for-a-changing-planet/

Selected examples: Story Maps for education 

http://story.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/?appid=45867f2ae46e4587afb8e7c7b343b9b8
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livingwithbears.anchorageurbanbearsstorymap
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/?appid=60ac74d36ae34ce181e88fbeeeb56831
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=a383612f79354488929beabcd266cd77
http://denverro.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/?appid=5f86647b1e8e491aadaece6345927f2a
http://storymaps.esri.com/stories/2015/atlas-for-a-changing-planet/
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Selected clues for making

Great Story Maps

Thanks to my colleague Allen Carroll for the CLUES 
structure.



Connectwith your audience
Lure people in
User experience supports the story
Easy-to-read maps
Strive for simplicity



C L U E S
Connect with 
your 
audience

Think of your mom

Step back and explain things

Avoid using jargon

Be informal but respectful



CLU E S
Lure 
people in

Start your story with a bang

Use titles that are active, descriptive



C LU E S
User 
experience 
supports 
the story

Choose the app that matches your intentions.

You cannot change the application type midway through the 

workflow, so plan ahead.

Locate Navigate Compare Narrate Show change

aŀǇǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΧ



C L UES
Easy-to-
read maps Base map as contextτnot competition



C L UES
Easy-to-
read maps

Avoid visually complex symbols and icons



C L UES
Easy-to-
read maps

A map for 
storytelling is 
very different 
from a map for 
analysis


